The Blue Ribbon Commission

2026

It's Time for Fair Funding
for Rhode Island’s Schools

Vote yes on House Bill 8351 and Senate Bill 3015

Rhode Island’s school funding formula hasn't been
fundamentally updated in 15 years. How much is

invested in a child’'s education depends too heavily
on where they live, not what they need to succeed.

A Plan
Rhode Islanders
Agree On

Fund the Full Cost

of Education

The state should share responsibility

for the true costs of education, including
transportation, building upkeep, and early
childhood services, not leave them entirely
to municipalities.

C
Students who need more support
should receive more resources,
regardless of what district they live in.

The Blue Ribbon Commission, 18 Rhode Island
leaders including educators, parents, municipal
officials, and community advocates — spent

a year studying the problem and reached full
consensus on four reforms:

Require Fair

Local Contributions

Every community should invest in schools based
on its actual financial capacity, not based on an
outdated formula.

Require Transparency

and Accountability

Every education dollar should be tied to
student outcomes, with public reporting
and independent oversight.

See back to find out what this system means for your district.

Learn more at rifoundation.org/FairFunding

Info@RIFoundation.org - 401.274.4564



In Westerly, local costs would go from
$S42M to $S44M.

Current System Proposed System
58% State Share
Foundation Cost Foundation Cost
$32M $44M
State Formula Aid Local Contribution State Formula Aid Local Contribution
$8M $24M SOM $44M
Local Costs Outside of CIA NEW State Covered Costs
S17M S7M

How it looks in Westerly explained.

The foundation cost using Both the state formula aid and
the current formula is $32M. the local contribution go up, since
Because the new system uses more of the costs of educating
an expanded Core Education Westerly students are included in
Amount (CEA) and new this shared amount. In the
adjustments for economically current system, there are $17M in
disadvantaged students and locally incurred costs that sit

high cost programs, the outside of Core Instruction
proposed foundation cost Amount (CIA).

is S44M.

New state-covered costs

(e.g., high-cost special education,
legacy pensions) in the amount of
S7M reduce local costs in the
proposed plan.

While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates
what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system.
Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.




	BRC flyer city specific 2nd pages.pdf
	In Providence, local costs would go from $118M to $90M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $352M
	Foundation Cost  $521M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $63M
	NEW State Covered Costs $52M
	How it looks in Providence explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $352M. Because the new system uses  an expanded CEA and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $521M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating Providence students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $63M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of CIA.
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $52M reduce Providence’s local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the following illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	BRC flyer city specific 2nd pages East Providence.pdf
	In East Providence, local costs would go from $65M to $44M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $77M
	Foundation Cost  $105M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $27M
	NEW State Covered Costs $12M
	How it looks in East Providence explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $77M. Because the new system uses  an expanded CEA and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $105M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating  East Providence students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $27M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of CIA.
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $12M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the following illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	6f054be0-8deb-421a-8346-c83ab9420357.pdf
	In Johnston, local costs would go from $44M to $31M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $51M
	Foundation Cost  $69M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $18M
	NEW State Covered Costs $9M
	How it looks in Johnston explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $51M. Because the new system uses  an expanded CEA and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $69M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating  Johnston students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $18M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of CIA.
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $9M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the following illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	065a8ade-a486-42d3-b8e8-8fe5e508c29d.pdf
	In Providence, local costs would go from $118M to $90M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $352M
	Foundation Cost  $521M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $63M
	NEW State Covered Costs $52M
	How it looks in Providence explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $352M. Because the new system uses  an expanded CEA and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $521M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating Providence students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $63M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of CIA.
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $52M reduce Providence’s local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the following illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	f4ee5dbb-d03b-4cfa-8caa-3206ae52736b.pdf
	In North Kingstown, local costs would go from $68M to $58M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $51M
	Foundation Cost  $69M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $29M
	NEW State Covered Costs $9M
	How it looks in North Kingstown explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $51M. Because the new system uses  an expanded Core Education Amount (CEA) and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $69M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating North Kingstown students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $29M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of Core Instruction Amount (CIA).
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $9M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	f3af250f-95cd-4cab-9d92-c2356b1dfda2.pdf
	In Scituate, local costs would go from $20M to $16M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $16M
	Foundation Cost  $21M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $8M
	NEW State Covered Costs $2M
	How it looks in Scituate explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $16M. Because the new system uses  an expanded Core Education Amount (CEA) and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $21M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating Scituate students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $8M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of Core Instruction Amount (CIA).
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $2M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	079d17b8-cb03-4a11-b21d-b87f3191f5a9.pdf
	In Smithfield, local costs would go from $38M to $29M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $33M
	Foundation Cost  $44M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $16M
	NEW State Covered Costs $5M
	How it looks in Smithfield explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $33M. Because the new system uses  an expanded Core Education Amount (CEA) and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $44M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating Smithfield students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $16M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of Core Instruction Amount (CIA).
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $5M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	f0a6692a-30ef-40a1-bec1-d3e6ad1c4e91.pdf
	In Warwick, local costs would go from $126M to $92M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $119M
	Foundation Cost  $160M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $56M
	NEW State Covered Costs $15M
	How it looks in Warwick explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $119M. Because the new system uses  an expanded Core Education Amount (CEA) and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $160M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating Warwick students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $56M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of Core Instruction Amount (CIA).
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $15M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	50dff56d-bab9-4ec9-8e86-53d72065f98f.pdf
	In West Warwick, local costs would go from $40M to $18M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $56M
	Foundation Cost  $76M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $26M
	NEW State Covered Costs $10M
	How it looks in West Warwick explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $56M. Because the new system uses  an expanded Core Education Amount (CEA) and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $76M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating West Warwick students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $26M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of Core Instruction Amount (CIA).
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $10M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.



	1acdcf76-0a11-4e5f-a45b-87482427a8b9.pdf
	In Westerly, local costs would go from $42M to $44M.
	Current System
	Proposed System
	58% State Share
	Foundation Cost  $32M
	Foundation Cost  $44M
	Local Costs Outside of CIA $17M
	NEW State Covered Costs $7M
	How it looks in Westerly explained.
	The foundation cost using  the current formula is $32M. Because the new system uses  an expanded Core Education Amount (CEA) and new adjustments for economically disadvantaged students and  high cost programs, the  proposed foundation cost  is $44M.
	Both the state formula aid and the local contribution go up, since more of the costs of educating Westerly students are included in this shared amount. In the current system, there are $17M in locally incurred costs that sit outside of Core Instruction Amount (CIA).
	New state-covered costs (e.g., high-cost special education, legacy pensions) in the amount of $7M reduce local costs in the proposed plan.
	While the Commission did not recommend a specific state or municipal cost share ratio, the example above illustrates what costs could look like under a scenario in which the state pays a 58% share under the new proposed system. Ultimately, state leaders will need to re-run these scenarios to come to final recommendations.




